
The first FAO ñJunior Farmer Field and Life 

Schoolsò (JFFLS) kicked off this month, as 

part of an US$ 600 000 Norwegian-funded 

project to help Palestinian young people de-

velop agricultural and life skills.  

Sixteen schools are taking part in the activi-

ties: twelve in the West Bank from Hebron, 

Jericho, Qalqilya, Tulkarem and Jenin, and 

four in Gaza. Thirty students from each 

school will take part in the JFFLS sessions, in which 

they will learn specific agricultural and entrepreneur-

ship skills, help establish youth associations, learn im-

portant life skills such as nutrition and hygiene, and 

take part in cultural activities  such as singing, dancing 

and team sports.  It is hoped that the pro-
ject will not only increase the technical 

agricultural knowledge of these students, 

but also develop their future career pros-

pects, leadership skills, health and develop-

ment, as well as foster a sense of rural heri-

tage. The students are split equally be-

tween boys and girls, and priority was 

given to those schools with many students 

from female-headed households or other 

vulnerable farming families. 

The project activities are being imple-

mented with the held of 32 facilitators, two 

per school, who have already received 

practical and theoretical training on the 

principles of JFFLSs and how to deliver 

successfully the project activities to the 

beneficiaries. The JFFLSs will take place 
twice a week after the school day; the first 

schools started on the 25 October, and the remaining 

schools will follow shortly. During the sessions, the 

students will receive a nutritious meal prepared by lo-

cal womenôs associations, who also attended training in 

October. 

Project Leader Intissar Esh-

tayeh is happy with the pro-

gress of the sessions so far, 

and is optimistic that at the 

end of project activities in 

2009 closing ceremonies can 

be held involving all 480 

students, in which they can 

demonstrate the agricultural 

and life skills they have de-

veloped during the project. 
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FAOõS ROLE IN 

E M E R G E N C I E S :  

¶ PROTECT ð We protect 

the most vulnerable 

households from basic 

food insecurity and long -

term reliance on food aid  

¶ RESTOREñWe restore 

the food security, local 

food production capacity, 

coping mechanisms, rural 

livelihoods and self -

sustainability of rural 

communities  

¶ ENHANCE ñWe enhance 

agricultural, livestock and 

fisheries production for a 

quick and lasting recovery  
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bitionsð as well as providing valuable publicity to the 

womenôs groups and encouraging them in their efforts to im-

plement and promote cottage industry. Visitors to the exhibi-

tion expressed their admiration for the efforts of the women 

involved in the projects, and recommended an extra day be 

added to the exhibition in future to allow more people to sam-

ple and buy the products on offer, as well as requesting the 
exhibition be held in Gaza at least once a year. 

Event organizer Mohammed El Shattali, FAO Deputy Project 

Manager in Gaza, said that he was really delighted with the 

success of the exhibition and the amount of attention it gener-

ated, and offered his thanks to the womenôs groups and the 

beneficiaries themselves for their enormous contribution and 

achievements. He thanked the Spanish Cooperation for pro-

viding funds for the exhibition, and noted that Khayrat Blady 

provided a medium between the womenôs groups and custom-

ers in Gaza. Mr El Shattali agreed with the calls of the exhibi-

tion participants and recommended that the event be held an-

nually, providing a valuable marketing opportunity to the pro-

ject beneficiaries and other womenôs community groups 
across Gaza.  

 

FAO implements a number of projects promoting gender 

equality among Palestinians by increasing the agricultural 

opportunities available to women, at the same time enabling 

project beneficiaries to secure an income and improve the 

food security of themselves and their families. This Spanish-

project, which saw an earlier Khayrat Blady exhibition in Ra-

mallah in July, is due to finish in January 2009, benefiting 

more than 3,000 people to the cost of nearly US$ 700 000. 

Khayrat Blady Exhibition in Gaza 
P A G E  2  

The first Gazan ñKhayrat Bladyò womenôs exhibition 

was held on 16 October in Gaza City, as part of 

FAOôs ongoing gender activities in the area, raising a 

total of 26,800 shekels for the organizations involved. 

  

The exhibition was a chance for the beneficiaries of a 

Spanish-funded project promoting backyard farming 
and cottage industry in female-headed households in 

the Gaza Strip to exhibit and sell their produce, made 

during the project activities. In total, 181 women 

from 21 community groups across the Strip took 

part in the event, and were joined by participants 

from other Gazan community-based organiza-

tions not formally included in the project. The 

three-day exhibition, held in the Royal Plaza 

Hotel in the centre of Gaza City from 16 to 18 

October, was attended by UN agencies, a num-

ber of local and international NGOs and local 

community leaders, as well as more than 4,000 

visitors from across Gaza and outside. Following 

prayers by local imam Mohammed El Rafati, the 

opening ceremony saw speeches by  UNRWA 

Director of Operations John Ging, FAO Senior 

Project Coordinator Luigi Damiani and womenôs 
organizer Najah Zohod praising the efforts of the 

beneficiaries, and calling for increased coopera-

tion in future projects. They were joined by the 

local Debke troupe óReem Al Bawadiô who en-

tertained the crowd with traditional Palestinian 

dancing, and volunteers from the Palestinian 

Youth Programme óStart Togetherô helped coordinate 

the day. 

 

On display and sale was an impressive range of prod-

ucts, from spices, cheeses, olives and other consum-

ables, to embroidery, woodwork, hand-woven baskets, 

and clothes.  The organizations and beneficiaries in-

volved in the exhibition reported that the event raised 

26,800 shekelsðmore money than any previous exhi-

Women at the exhibition purchasing bread products from a stall 

Spices on sale at the exhibition 


