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Child labour in agriculture — large scale
problem

Globally, 218 million child labourers

70% In ag
132 million betw 5-14 years old (ILO 2006)
Key points
1. “Agriculture” is everywhere — big industry — main employer

highly diverse. CL historic feature of agric
2. CL limits education

3. Much CL in ag is hazardous — death, accidences, ill health
4. Much known on gender division of labour in differ ent
agricultural sectors - girls mirror tasks of female relatives —

“d ouble burden” of girls
5. Promote decent youth employment in agriculture







Child labour in agriculture limits education
of girls (and boys)

e 75 million children not
In primary education
(55% girls)

* |nverse correlation
betw school
attendance rate & hrs

children spend
working (ILO, 2008)

e Levels of tiredness
Key points

1. Girls’ educ yields some of the highest returns of all dev
Investments. Without it prospects for social advanc ement/ rural
employment can be bleak

2. Improving education access/outcomes in rural area s major
challenge - Quality of ed




Boys & girls carry out hazardous work
In agriculture

1 of 3 most dangerous occupational sectors
(deaths, accidents, diseases)

Children can be at higher risk than adults for
carrying out same jobs (age) — minds & bodies
growing & developing - Chn rapid growth at different
periods => more prone to risk of injury to ligament S

Effects of many health & safety problems  may not
show until girl or boy becomes adult- e.g

musculosketal, reproductive effectives, cancer
Key point

Need to overcome perceptions that CL in Ag Is not
harmful




Child labour & hazardous work
In aqgriculture workplace

Occupational safety and health

Cutting tools, heavy loads, pesticides, dust /fibre S,
machinery, diseases, animal handling, long hours of work,
stress/harassment

Poor hygiene, sanitation and welfare

Qutcomes : musculoskeletal, reproductive disorders,
diseases, mental trauma, respiratory/skin problems,
cuts, bites, injuries, skin disorders, sleep 9.5 ho urs

Key points:

For young workers must improve health &
safety protection (otherwise CL)




Double burden of rural girls in agricultural sector

 Domestic chores + agricultural work = double burden
 Domestic chores are more onerous in rural areas
 Girls spend more time on domestic chores than boys
« Work of girls often socially less valued

Key points

Gender roles dictate that girls
often combine schoolwork
with domestic work,

or agriculture work with
domestic work...

Working more hours has
health & safety implications




Policy implications

— Scale of problem merits joined-up policy responses
respond more systematically

— Focus on hazardous CL especially in agric supply ch ains
(small farmers)

— Compulsory & affordable schooling under 14 - CCT
(Progresa, PETI, Bangladesh) special effort for gir  Is

—PRS, NDP CL on agenda?

—Gender analysis of likely effects

of agri policies & programs

—Disseminate CL messages
Opportunities

1. Intl Partnership for Co-op on CL in Ag — reaching
Ministries of Ag, agri extension, research etc..

2. Rural employment esp decent youth empmt— focus on
skills training -qgirls

3. World Day Against Child Labour (12 June 2009)




