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Presented at the FAO-IFAD-ILO Workshop on 

“Gaps, trends and current research in gender dimensions of agricultural and 
rural employment: differentiated pathways out of poverty”

Rome, 31 March - 2 April 2009
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Introduction

� Chókwè irrigation scheme: 
the “breadbasket of the 
country”?

� Quality of the soil

� Patterns of migration

� Patterns of land 
distribution

� Relevance of irrigated 
agriculture 
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Key issues

� increase of the water fee to cover management 
costs

� only “efficient producers” should farm in the IS

� pressure from big commercial investors

� envisaged solution is to form joint ventures

� rice production and the “green revolution” in 
Mozambique
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Gender dimensions

� women form the majority of the familiar sector 
but they are a very small % of the private sector

� increased risk of “loosing control” of irrigated 
plots

� importance of associativism for increasing 
productivity

� reduced access to local markets (with an 
exception...)�
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What about South Africa?

� Rehabilitation of irrigation schemes in the 
Limpopo Province

� Joint ventures model

� Makuleke case study

� who are the commercial farmers: a process of 
social and gendered differentiation

� intensive use of land
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Where does this leaves us?

� what kind of access to markets for small 
producers?

� possibilities and constraints for employment in 
commercial farms

� importance of historical dynamics 

� impact of joint ventures from the gender point of 
view

� where's gender equality for rural women?
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Thank you

roberta.pellizzoli@unibo.it


