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Fishing (i.e. capture fisheries) is the most Fishing (i.e. capture fisheries) is the most 
dangerous occupation in the worlddangerous occupation in the world

The fishing vessel can be a dangerous place The fishing vessel can be a dangerous place 
for adults and childrenfor adults and children



What is a “Child” and 
what is “Child labour”?

• The Work in Fishing Convention specifies 3 
figures for the “minimum age”: 15, 16 and 18 
depending on the circumstances

• “Child labour” is generally speaking, work for 
children that harms them or exploits them in 
some way (physically, mentally, morally, or by 
blocking access to education)

• BUT: Not all work is bad for children.
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Factors determining whether work is 
good or bad for children

• Size and type of the vessel
• Age, physical size, strength, personality, skills, 

etc. of the child
• Instructions and training given to the child
• Activities that are hazardous for children
• Part A of the FAO/ILO/IMO Code of Safety 

for Fishermen and Fishing Vessel can be used 
as a guide (section 6.5 of section III)
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Working near moving parts of 
equipment, such as machinery
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Working at night and 
working for long hours

• The engagement of fishers under the age of 18 for work 
at night shall be prohibited

• The minimum age for 
assignment  on board fishing 
vessels, which by their 
nature or the circumstances 
in which they are carried out 
are likely to jeopardize the 
health, safety or morals of 
young persons, shall not be 
less than 18 years
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Working near tensioned ropes and 
wires
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Carrying heavy weights
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Working on open decks in heavy 
weather
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Working aloft and diving
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Life-saving appliances for children

• FAO/ILO/IMO Fishing 
Vessel Safety Code, 
Voluntary Guidelines and 
Safety Recommendations 
provide guidance on 
children’s lifejackets
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National Association of Small Boat 
Owners (NASBO)
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Child labour?
1313



The herring fishery in 
the Greenland Sea in the 
late1960s (Photos 
courtesy of Steingrímur
Kristinsson)
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Activities in capture fisheries that Activities in capture fisheries that 
could be included in the could be included in the 

“hazardous child labour lists”“hazardous child labour lists”

• Working near moving parts of equipment, such as 
machinery

• Working at night and working for long hours

• Working near tensioned ropes and wires
• Carrying heavy weights

• Working on open decks in heavy weather
• Working aloft and under water

• Other hazardous work (listed in Part A of the 
FAO/ILO/IMO Code of Safety)
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Thank you
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